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1. Description of Issue 

 

1.1 History of Issue 

Guns are common around the globe, more in some places compared to others. However, there 

has been no international law passed to address the issue of the topic at hand – civilian access 

and possession of guns and universal gun control legislation. Guns have a long history, starting 

in 850 A.D. in China, when the earliest record of gunpowder being created was written. A 

Chinese alchemist, while trying to find the elixir of life, wrote “Some have heated together the 

saltpeter, sulfur, and carbon of charcoal with honey; smoke and flames result, so that their hands 

and faces have been burnt, and even the whole house burnt down.” Although it was originally 

used for fireworks, it was incorporated into weapons over time. While it didn’t look like one, the 

first gun was made by the Chinese. It was a primitive design, a simple hollow bamboo tube 

stuffed with gunpowder and small projectiles. It was a close-range weapon as it had limited 

range and was hand-held. The gunpowder and the guns eventually made themselves around via 

trade by the Silk Road. By the 13th century, Europe had gotten a hold of it and continued to 

develop the guns. By the time the colonists had arrived in America, gun design had improved 

drastically, and its efficiency had increased enormously.11 

The American Revolution is a major event in history where civilians were needed to use guns out 

of necessity. Most militias used French muskets when taking on the British head on, but some 

militias used guerilla tactics and hunting rifles to take out the British soldier from under cover. 

Militias were also assisted by minute men (civilian men ages 16 – 60 who volunteered to be 

called upon to help the militia fight an enemy of the nation).11 During this time, and time to 

come, it was expected for every man in many of the colonies to own or have access to a gun at 

all times, just in case they were called to service. Some states actually made laws that required 

students to be armed for militia duty while at college. However, those laws started to fade out 

during the 19th century when then need for militias started to fade.7 

After the American Revolution happened, the French Revolution took place. The storming of the 

Bastille marked the beginning of the French Revolution. About 1,000 gun-toting Parisians 

surround the Bastille and demanded the surrender of the prison.20 Negotiations were being made 



when the crowd got impatient and attacked the outer walls of the prison. Taking custody of the 

prison guards, they took the ammunition and gunpowder kept inside, which is now seen as the 

transition from the subjects of a king to the citizens of a nation.20 

Guns continued to develop throughout time. In 1918, the Tommy Gun was developed from the 

Maxim Gun (machine gun shot 600 rounds per minute and led to the development of trench 

warfare). The gun was mainly aimed to be sold to law enforcement, but criminals and organized 

crime managed to get their hands on to the gun, leading to an era of fear and violence in 

America.11 During this time, criminals (civilians) created terror on the streets of America. 

Gangsters such as Al Capone used the gun for gang wars and other gun related crimes (such as 

homicide). Mass shootings such as the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre in 1929 led to the creation 

of the National Firearms Act of 1934 (America’s first gun control policy).11 

1.2 Recent Developments  

In 2013, the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) was approved by the UN Secretary General. The goals of 

the resolution were reducing human suffering in the world caused by illegal arms trade, 

improving the stability and security of regions, and promoting transparency of arms trades 

between states.26 By September 2019, 105 countries ratified and agreed to the ATT.23 The Arms 

Trade Treaty is a treaty designed to regulate and monitor the international trade of arms, 

including guns. The ATT requires all nations that signed to have regulations and monitorization 

of all weapons that are traded across international borders. It also says that all nations must have 

a way of tracking all sales and purchases of arms.  

 

As this treaty must be imposed in laws to actually work, simply signing the ATT is not enough. 

The terms of the treaty cannot be enforced like normal national laws. Therefore, there is no way 

of verifying countries if they are enforcing the treaty.24 Many countries do not have policies that 

regulate arms according to the ATT, and even if they did change their policies, there’s no way of 

knowing if citizens will be able to accept the new limitations. For example, in the United States 

of America, it is not effective because congress does not support the treaty and therefore there is 

no law promoting the purpose of the ATT. On the other hand, in the United Kingdom, the ATT 

is being applied to their laws, and they are making changes to the requirements of exporting 

technology and arms.  

 

Besides the resolution, there are also multiple organizations whose agendas are similar to the 

treaty. The Arms Control Association (ACA) and the International Action Network on Small 

Arms (IANSA) are some of the Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that are actively 

speaking against arms and armed violence.1,12 These organizations and the treaty all have a 

common goal of bringing peace, security and development for every state and nation. There are 

organizations that are specifically for the topic, such as The Coalition to Stop Gun Violence 

(CSGV), Violence Policy Centre (VPC), and the Education Fund to Stop Gun Violence (Ed 

Fund).3,6 CSGV not only advocates for more gun control, but they also focus on limiting youth 

access to guns, reducing suicide by firearm rates, and disarming domestic abusers. Ed Fund is 



their sister organization that develops and promotes policy campaigns that reduce gun related 

deaths and injuries.6 

 

 

 

2. Emphasis of the Discourse  

2.1 Right Wing Approach 

A right wing (conservative) policymaker is most likely going to vote against any sort of gun 

control policy suggested. Perhaps because of tradition or perhaps because their religion goes 

against it, but they would most likely vote against any pro-gun control laws. The benefits of this 

is upholding tradition and making sure that society does not go back to the times of being under a 

dictator. The problem with this approach is that it doesn’t leave an open mind to a potentially 

more beneficial solution to the problem.16 A good example of this approach is the government of 

Texas, USA (one of the states with the least restrictive laws on guns). During the time Obama 

was president, Texan governor Ted Cruz accused Obama of coming for their guns. In an 

interview for the Washington post he said, “Friend, I own guns. I'm planning on keeping them. 

But there's a problem: Obama is coming for our guns. Obama's aides have alerted the press that 

if Congress won't cooperate – Obama will use executive actions to, "keep guns out of the hands 

of criminals and others who shouldn't have access to them.”27 

 

2.2. Left Wing Approach 

The left wing (liberal) approach is generally more open minded. Left wing policymakers have 

often passed regulations such as background checks, waiting periods and laws such as banning 

automatic weapons and going against concealed guns. The traditional left-wing policymaker 

might believe that by passing liberal laws they are contributing to the improvement of their 

nation and heading a “step in the right direction.” The benefits of this is that they are more open-

minded and likely to hear more ideas, not just their own opinion.16 A good example of this 

approach is the United Kingdom’s government and the laws implemented to ban and regulate 

all guns from civilian possession (Refer to Section 2.4 United Kingdom for further information).  

 

2.3 Stance of Intergovernmental Organizations 

International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA) 

IANSA links multiple organizations and aims to stop the misuse and proliferation of small arms 

and light weapons (which includes guns). Their mission is to create a global movement against 

guns. They organize multiple events throughout the year to campaign for gun control. They also 

write reports on gun control and statistics on guns.12 



Arms Control Association (ACA) 

ACA was founded in 1971. It is dedicated to spreading and promoting gun control to 

communities and supports arms control policies. It has media programs and a magazine, Arms 

Control Today, to educate the public, the press, and policy makers about guns, statistics, arms 

control proposals, on-going negotiations and peace agreements, and national security issues in 

America.1 

The Coalition to Stop Gun Violence (CSGV) 

The CSGV was started in 1974 and has dedicated itself to finding out research to support gun 

control while also advocating for solutions to reduce gun violence and death (in any form). They 

have drafted and passed anti-gun and gun regulating laws, such as the Extreme Risk Protection 

Order (ERPO), in the US.4 They work to fight the NRA and other’s with similar mindsets (anti-

gun control) and to promote peace instead of violence, hoping to create a safer environment for 

future generations. They are trying to disarm domestic abusers, trying to prevent suicides (of all 

ages), fighting for universal background checks when purchasing a gun or registering for a gun 

license, and hoping to help prevent more universal problems such as illegal arms trafficking.6 

Violence Policy Center (VPC) 

The VPC was founded in 1988 and promotes gun control through research, education, advocacy, 

and collaboration. They research and publish studies on gun violence, collect data, study the 

causes of gun violence, and find ways to help reduce gun related deaths and injuries. They 

educate the public through campaigns, taking advantage of modern day social, and hold public 

events. Even then, the press, officials, and others often ask them when they are in need of quick 

and up to date statistics and answers to complicated questions. Using their research, they 

improve the campaigns for gun control and help keep policymakers and lawmakers updated 

about current gun research to help them come up with new laws. They also collaborate with 

multiple organizations working on gun control to “build and grow a national movement for 

change.”3 

National Rifle Association (NRA) 

The NRA was established in 1871. They are one of the most influential gun related organizations 

in the Washington, D.C. It is split into multiple sub-organizations (such as National Rifle 

Association – Institute for Legislative Action (NRA-ILA)) to help managed different branches 

and areas of the NRA. They are one of the most outspoken and constant defenders of the second 

amendment (of their interperation) in the American constitution. The sponsor a magazine called 

American Rifleman and receive donations to fund programs that “educate, train and continue the 

legacy of competitive and recreational activities in all shooting disciplines.”2 

2.4 Stance of Developed Countries  

United States of America  

 



Militias started popping up around the early to mid-1990s – they began forming after a standoff 

at Waco, Texas in 1993. By 1995, they had spread to the rest of the USA. In America, they are 

mostly considered right-wing extremists as armed paramilitary forces with anti-government, 

conspiracy theory enthusiasts. It was mostly dismissed and joked about when first formed. They 

were thought to have been involved with the Oklahoma City bombing but also multiple others 

and serious violations of the law. There have also been many conflicts on whether or not militias 

are legal today, and whether or not they are they equal to the military.19 

 

The US, under President Obama’s guide, signed the Arms Trade Treaty in 2013. However, many 

organizations (mostly republican) were against this action and repeatedly expressed their 

displeasure. It was not until April 2019 that President Trump withdrew the USA’s signature from 

the treaty (earning him praise and criticism). At a National Rifle Association (NRA) event, 

Trump publicly pulled the US out of the treaty (halting the ratification process). He then then 

that he would “never allow foreign bureaucrats to trample on…[their] Second Amendment.”22 

 

United Kingdom 

 

The UK was one of the key figures in securing approval for the Arms Trade Treaty.25 In 2017, 

UK delegate stated that “the Arms Trade Treaty will remain central to the United Kingdom’s 

approach to preventing irresponsible trafficking in arms.”21 

 

Beginning in 1919, right after World War I ended, the British government passed its first law to 

confiscate all guns from citizens unless they had a good reason to keep a gun. This was the 

beginning of the end for private gun ownership in England, and the start of many more 

restrictions and regulations to come. By 2006, all guns were banned, regardless of any reason to 

own one, and parliament passed the Violent Crime Reduction Act, which restricted all 

toy/replica guns.18 

 

EU 

 

Just 2 years ago, the EU reviewed and made changes to the EU Firearms Directive. Following 

the Paris 2015 terrorist attacks, the EU decided to examine and revise their gun control 

legislative. The Firearms Directive sets a minimum standard of gun control that each Member 

State must follow. The initial changes were drafted 5 days after the attacks and met with harsh 

criticism from countries with large amounts of civilian gun ownership and shooting events, such 

as Germany, Finland, Switzerland, Poland, and the Czech Republic.15 After a month and a year 

of debate, the European Parliament and European Council had announced that they had reached 

an agreement and that it was to be passed sometime that week, most likely without significant 

delay. 

 



The changes made to the Firearms Directive would create further restrictions on semi-automatic 

guns and magazines, change the ways licenses were sorted and categorized, add stricter 

qualifications in order to own a gun, and force additional markings on guns and further 

registration requirements.9 The Czech Republic has recently legally challenged the European 

Court of Justice (ECJ) on the ban on semi-automatic rifles, however the ECJ dismissed the 

case.15 

Japan 

Japan has a very strict procedure when buying a gun or applying for a gun license. One must first 

take a firearms class and then pass a written exam about how guns are used and how to use a 

gun. Next, the government needs a doctor’s note saying that the person applying is mentally fit 

and has had no past problems with drugs or alcohol addiction. They are then interviewed by the 

authorities on why they need a gun, take a criminal background check, employment history, gun 

possession history, and if they have had any contact with any organized crime groups, personal 

debts, or if they have any bad relationships with the people around them. Then they apply for 

permits (shooting range, gunpowder, hunting (optional)), take a training class, pass a firing test, 

buy a gun safe and ammunition locker, pass inspection of said safe and locker, pass another 

background check, and finally buy a gun within regulations.15 

2.5 Stance of Developing Countries  

China 

China heavily regulates the use of guns. Private citizens are not allowed to own or sell guns, and 

if individuals are caught trafficking guns they are sentenced to life imprisonment. Institutions 

may own guns for research, hunting reserves, wildlife protection, etc.15 China also has strict 

regulations of how to obtain a gun license, and in the case guns are purchased, civilians are not 

allowed to keep them at home. Guns must be stored at gun ranges or authorized and protected 

locations.5 

Thailand 

In 2013, Thailand had become “a world leader in firearms-related homicides.” In 2016, Thailand 

had the highest rate of reported gun-related deaths, with 7.84/100,000 registered gun related 

deaths, which was about twice as high as the US’ rate. There are about 66.7 million people living 

in Thailand, and there were about 6 million registered guns in Thailand in 2016, meaning that 1 

out of every 10 people legally owned a gun (not counting black market guns). 

Thailand also has a thriving black market for guns. Gunpolicy.org (site run by University of 

Sydney's School of Public Health) believes the number of guns owned by civilians to be around 10 

million. While conflict was growing in the south of Thailand in 2016, the black market was an easy 

way for rebels to purchase guns off the book. To counter-act and let civilians defend themselves, the 

Thai government supplied defense volunteers with guns, but this seems to have created a “flourishing 

illegal arms market.”8 



Yemen 

While Yemen does have laws that say that people must only buy guns from licensed dealers and 

register themselves with the authorities, that law is mostly ignored by the people and unenforced 

by the authorities. In Yemen, a person can simply go to a gun market and buy a gun or find a 

seller online to buy a gun from and either go to a location to pick it up or have it delivered an 

address. Yemen has the world’s second-highest gun ownership rate and that is largely due to 

current conflict in Yemen and unenforced laws.5 

3. Possible Solutions  

3.1 In Favor of Developed Countries 

Developed countries are likely to propose the forming of an intergovernmental organization 

dedicated to regulating guns and gun trade. It could be an independent organization, or it could 

be a sub-committee of a pre-existing organization, such as the United Nations Office for 

Disarmament Affairs (UNODA). The formation of an organization all nations would have a part 

in creating would most likely ensure that all nations also fund the organization to be made and 

maintained (making sure that all developed nations are doing their part and its not just a select 

few nations funding it). The forming of an organization focused on guns only would also let 

developed country governments to focus on other pressing matters such as population health and 

education. They would be able to have say in the matter but would be collaborating with other 

nations to come up with globally beneficial solutions to the issue. 

3.2 In Favor of Developing Countries 

Developing countries are also likely to suggest stricter regulations of gun purchase and usage. As 

many developing countries do not have the funds to form entire organizations, they have a better 

chance at promoting gun control through tightening security and monitorization of guns (and gun 

purchasers). Due to many Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs) having low GDPs, 

it is more beneficially for them to focus more on improving their own security system before 

focusing on the world’s as a whole. 

4. Keep in Mind the Following  

When researching and debating for your country, bear in mind your citizen’s opinions, your 

current governments stance, how the decisions you make during the conference would impact 

your country, your country’s history with the issue, current policies, failed policies and these list 

of questions listed below. 

1. Should there be an all-out ban on guns? What are the benefits? What are the 

consequences? 

2. How would any policies/resolutions passed impact your current situations? 

3. What are the current efforts (both national and international) to solve this issue? 

4. How would your government managed to support and promote any decisions made to 

your country’s citizens? 



5. To what extent to guns have an impact in your country? 

6. Is it guns that are the problem, or is it the people wielding them? 

5. Evaluation  

All delegates should understand that while there is an existing resolution (the Arms Trade 

Treaty) for this topic (not specifically though), delegates ought to still try to come up with their 

own solutions while sticking to their country’s stance. They should understand the reasons for or 

against the topic and the future resolutions. They must stick to their stance at all times, regardless 

of personal opinion, and should have adequate research on their country’s position and other 

countries’ opinions. Each delegate should understand how their decisions will affect their 

government and country.  
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